

Jesus Raises Lazarus
 Read John 11: 1 to 44
In this chapter we find John telling us about the event where His friend Lazarus was dying and He was asked to go to the town of Bethany to heal him.  Why do you think the people sent for Jesus?  They knew that He could do something to help Lazarus even though Lazarus was so ill and they thought he would die they still believed that Jesus could save him.  Jesus did not go straight away like people were expecting Him to.  He waited two days before deciding to go.  People did not understand why He did not go because His friend would die.  Jesus knew what He was going to do and what He was able to do.  "This sickness will not end in death” Jesus said in verse 4 and even when Lazarus had died Jesus knew He would “wake him” from death.  Too often we want things to happen in a way that makes us happy.  Sometimes things happen in a way that brings more glory to God and this is what happened here.  Jesus knew their sadness but also knew the joy they would experience when God’s glory was shown.  
The Disciples were not too keen on going back to Bethany.  They remember how they were treated the last time they went, "a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?" (John 11: 8, NIV).  They really did not want to get hurt and they forgot who was in control. Sometimes things happen to us and these things may hurt or upset you.  It is important not to forget who is in control.  God can be glorified so trust Him to help you through the difficult time.  

When Jesus arrived at Bethany Martha ran to see Him.  She was very upset because her brother was dead and she believed that if Jesus had come he would not have died.  “Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."” (John 11:23, NIV)  Even when Jesus said this to her she did not understand what He meant.  We tend to think of God and Jesus according to what is ‘normal’ and raising from the dead is not normal so we tend to think it is impossible.  God’s Son decides this is not going to be the case here.  Even though Lazarus had been dead for four days Jesus told them he was going to live.  Jesus told them to take the stone that covered the tomb away.  "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days." (John 11: 38, NIV) It would stink, they were telling Jesus because the body would have begun to rot.  They questioned Jesus and what He had asked them to do.  Do you question people when they ask you to do something?  Do you question God when you think He is asking you to do something?  It is a dangerous thing to do.
“Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me."” (John11: 41 & 42, NIV)  Even before Jesus said the words to ask God for something He thanked His Father, God, for answering His prayer.  How confident is He?  He did not doubt God because what He was asking for would bring God glory.  I sometimes wonder if we ask God for the right things.  Do we ask for things we want, or for things that would bring God glory?  We need to ask more carefully.  “Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"” (John 11: 43, NIV)  There was no magic wand, no shout of “hocus pocus” or “abracadabra!”  He simply called His friend from death to life!  Then out came Lazarus “his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.” (John 11: 44, NIV)  It is interesting to see how the dead are treated.  In that place they bind the dead with strips of cloth.  Here we put them in boxes.  These are all ways of containing or restraining the dead.  When we think about this we can often see how people are constrained or tied up.  They may be far from God and are then dead in Christ.  They are bound, tied up by disbelief, and are not able to live they way God intended them to.  Sometimes even when people do know God they allow themselves to be bound up, or tied up, by things that stop them from living the life God want them to.  What sort of things do you think stop you from living this life?  It might be friends; your attitude; your fear, whatever it is it is killing you.  
In verse 43 we also read “Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go."” (John 11:43, NIV).  Jesus did not take the clothes that bound Lazarus off but He gave the authority to set Lazarus free from his binds to the people that were there.  Christ gives the authority to do it but we have to do it.  How did Jesus give us the authority?  By dying on the cross and paying the price for sin Jesus took the authority away from Satan and gave it to us.  

We then need to choose to use it.  
Verse to Learn

“Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"”
John 11 verse 25 & 26
  

K@CH


Kids at Christ’s Home




















